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Joann Cassio created the activities for this year's Classroom Activity Guide.  
Teaching was Joann's profession for many years; it was also her passion. She has taught everything from 
accounting to U.S government and economics to English 4. Joann's bachelor's degree is in Business Education 
and she has a master's degree in Curriculum, Instruction and Technology. She loves to read and stay current with 
educational trends and will have more time for that now that she has retired after 40 years in the classroom!
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Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.R1.3.7 
Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in different media 
or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem.

LAFS.1112.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately 
general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening 
at the college and career 
readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or 
expression.

LAFS.1112.W.2.4 
Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  

What I Wish I’d Done Differently 
in High School 

HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK: ACTIVITY 1

INSTRUCTIONS

Teacher says: It is time to assess your high school years. After reading 
the article on page 10, think about your accomplishments since freshman 
year. Think about what you would do differently if given the chance and 
those things you can still change at this point.  

➜  Hand out Individual Survey. 

➜  Students will work individually on answering these questions.

➜  Students will share their answers (if comfortable) with the class.

Teacher says: What can the district/school/teacher/student government 
or club do to work on some of these issues starting in 9th grade? 

➜  Students write a short letter to a 9th grader (anonymous) with advice.  

➜ Have the students print the letters without a signature. Teacher will 
give these to a guidance counselor or freshman teacher to distribute to 
students. A suggested theme of the letter could be “If I knew then what 
I know now ….”

TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL ...

The responses and questions from the freshman class can be a source of 
further discussion with the junior/senior class. 

Teacher Needs

Class copies of the Individual 
Survey (next page)

Student Needs

Individual Survey

Pen/pencil

Laptop/desktop  
(with MS Word)

Printer access 

To follow reading 
and discussion of  
What I Wish I’d 

Done Differently 
in High School 

on page 10.
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What I Wish I’d Done Differently in High School
INSTRUCTIONS: Read each of the items below. Answer each one as it pertains to your individual experience in high school. 

1) What is your current GPA? Could this have been higher with more effort?

2) What has prepared you the best to take the SAT and the ACT? 

3) What clubs/organizations have you taken part in since 9th grade?

4) Have you played a sport or been involved in any athletic program in high school?  If so for how many years?  

5) How would you evaluate your time management skills, i.e. getting school work completed, extracurricular activities, 
employment, etc.   Circle One: 
 ❍ Top Notch – I get it all done and have success at each! 
 ❍ Time Waster – I cannot fit it all in, and something always suffers along the way. 
 ❍ NOT – I cannot manage my time effectively to fit anything in except school work or employment. 

6) Have you taken any Dual Enrolled classes?  If so how many credits have you accumulated?

7) How would you evaluate your study habits?  Circle One: 
 ❍ Study alone is best for me! 
 ❍ Studying in small groups would have helped me increase my success. 
 ❍ Individualized tutoring would be a great help but I did not where to get the information.

8) Do you know the State of Florida requirements for achieving a high school diploma? 

9) Up to this point in your high school career, do you have all the necessary requirements successfully completed?

10) Do you know who your school guidance counselor is and how often have you seen him/her since your 9th grade year?

11) Have you asked your guidance counselor to review your high school progress up to this point to figure out if you are on 
track for graduation? 

12) List the community or volunteer programs you have taken part in during your high school career. How many volunteer 
hours do you have logged monthly? 

*Share the answers in a class discussion if you are comfortable doing so. 

  INDIVIDUAL SURVEY
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To follow reading 
and discussion of  
Are You Ready 

for This?  
on page 14.

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.RI.3.7 
Integrate and evaluate 
multiple sources of 
information presented in 
different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a 
problem.

LAFS.1112.W.2.5. 
Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most 
significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.

LAFS.1112.W.2.6 
Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual 
or shared writing products 
in response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or information.

Are You Ready for This?
INSTRUCTIONS

➜ Using the magazine article, create a calendar of all tasks that you will 
need to consider as you enter your junior year and/or your senior 
year.  

➜ Create the calendar in MS Excel or MS Publisher. 

➜ Include in your spreadsheet all the items listed in the article along with 
the time of year (example: junior year – fall.)

➜ Allow spaces to enter the date you completed the task as well as the 
outcome of the task. 

➜ Complete the calendar (spreadsheet) by adding a comment section. 
For example: In this column you might include the person to whom you 
spoke about the task or an email address.

➜ The calendar should be reviewed at the end of each semester to eval-
uate your progress.  

TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL ...

Write at least one essay that may be required during the college 
application and admission process. Research two or three of your 
college/university choices to find out if an essay is needed. By taking  
the time early to begin this process you will be able to proof your own 
work as well as ask a teacher to proof the work for writing suggestions. 
The added bonus for you during this hectic time is less stress!  

HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK: ACTIVITY 2

Teacher Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access 

MS Excel or MS Publisher

Student Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

MS Word/MS Excel/ 
MS Publisher

Printer access
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To follow reading and 
discussion of Make 
the Most of Your 
Volunteer Hours 

on page 20.

Make the Most of 
Your Volunteer Hours 
INSTRUCTIONS

Class discussion: Ask students what community issues are important to 
them. This may help students decide how to continue towards success for this 
activity.

➜ List 10 local non-profit organizations on a whiteboard or data projector.

➜ Have students decide which they might be interested in and choose four to 
research.

➜ Students should use the Internet to access the website of each of their 
choices.

➜ Students should then prepare a document in table format to include:

  > Name of the organization

  > Purpose and mission

  > Vision of the organization 

  > How does money raised benefit the organization and its supporters?

  > Volunteer opportunities

➜ After gathering this information, each student should choose one of the 
non-profits in which to volunteer. A letter should be written to the volunteer 
coordinator; in this letter, the student should talk about the passion he/she 
has for the organization and why. 

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.RST.2.5 
Analyze how the text 
structures information or ideas 
into categories or hierarchies, 
demonstrating understanding 
of the information or ideas.

LAFS.1112.RST.3.7 
Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in diverse formats 
and media (e.g., quantitative 
data, video, multimedia) in 
order to address a question or 
solve a problem.

LAFS.1112.W.2.5 
Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.

Teacher Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

Names of 10 local  
non-profit organizations 
to display on a 
whiteboard or data 
projector

Student Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

MS Word/MS Excel

HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK: ACTIVITY 3
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To follow reading 
and discussion of  
Real Statistics 

on page 22.

Florida State Standards

SS.912.FL.1.2  
Explain that people vary in their 
willingness to obtain more education 
or training because these decisions 
involve incurring immediate costs 
to obtain possible future benefits. 
Describe how discounting the future 
benefits of education and training 
may lead some people to pass up 
potentially high rates of return that 
more education and training may 
offer. 

LAFS.K12.SL.2.4  
Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, 
development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.

INSTRUCTIONS

➜  Place students in groups of five. 

➜ The teacher will ask one student in each group to choose one 
slip of paper.  Each slip will contain five occupation titles.  

➜  Students will choose one of the occupations on the slip of paper 
to research. 

➜ Students will define the occupation.

➜ Students will research the median salary of the occupation.

➜ Students will record the education required for the occupation.

➜ Students will record information that pertains to the occupation 
if college is not required but training is required. 

➜ Students will use the chart paper or large Post-it to record  
their findings. This should include the name of the occupation, 
description of the job and all information pertinent to the 
occupation; salary, training and education, etc. 

➜ Students will discuss in small groups their findings.

➜ Students in each group will report to the class the results of their 
group’s research using the information on the chart paper.  

HINT: Post these websites to assist students with this assignment 
http://www.careerprofiles.info/top-careers.html 
http://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/pharmacist

Real Statistics 

HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK: ACTIVITY 4

Teacher Needs

Laptop/desktop 

Internet access

Large Post-It or chart paper/
marker (Each group should have 
large Post-it or chart paper and a 
marker.)

Print the list of occupations and 
cut into slips each having five 
occupations.

Student Needs

List of occupations

Laptop/desktop

Internet access 
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To follow reading and 
discussion of  

Do You Know All 12 
State Universities? 

on page 24.

Do You Know All  
12 State Universities?
SCAVENGER HUNT INSTRUCTIONS

➜ Divide the class into small groups (2-3 students)

➜ Teacher will hand out a list of 12 questions (next page) for scavenger 
hunt. NOTE:  All answers will be found on the suggested website.  
Only answers from the website will be acceptable.

➜ Students use www.flbog.edu/universities to find answers.  

➜ The team to get all answers correct receives a “homework pass.”

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.R1.1.1
Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters 
uncertain.

LAFS.1112.SL.1.1
Initiate and participate 
effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively.

Teacher Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

Copies of Scavenger Hunt 
questions (one for each 
student)

Student Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

Scavenger Hunt questions

Paper/pen/pencil 

HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK: ACTIVITY 5
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Do You Know All 12 State Universities?
INSTRUCTIONS

Work with your partners to find the answers to the following 12 questions using this website 

http://www.flbog.edu/universities/index.php to find the correct answers. 

ONLY the answers found on this website will be considered correct.  

The team to find the most correct answers will receive a reward.  
Record answers on one sheet of paper.

1) What do the initials FAMU stand for?

2) In what year did New College start?

3) Name the five colleges within Florida Gulf Coast University. 

4) Name the three cities in which USF has a campus.

5) How many NCAA Division I teams does FAU have?

6) What is the current number of students enrolled in UCF?

7) What are the four areas of excellence that UF focuses on?

8) At the University of West Florida, what is the estimated annual cost for the school year  
2017-18 per credit hour for a Florida resident?

9) What are the five core values that Florida Polytechnic has hopes for in guiding their institution?

10) What is the OGZEB at FSU and what is its purpose?

11) At Florida International University, what is the difference between the cost of attendance for a 
Florida Resident (annually) and a non-Florida resident (annually).   
(Use the chart labeled for 2016-2017.)

12) Using the information from Fall 2016, what was the total number of undergraduates enrolled 
at UNF (full and part-time enrollment) and what was the total number of graduate students 
enrolled (full and part-time enrollment)?

SCAVENGER HUNT
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To follow reading 
and discussion of 

College Lingo 101 
on page 26.

College Lingo Bingo
INSTRUCTIONS

➜ Divide class in teams of two.

➜ Give each team one copy of the College Lingo 101 hand-out.

➜ Allow students to review and test each other using the list  
(approximately 15 minutes).

➜ Distribute bingo cards randomly and a marker to every student.

➜ Teacher will say either the word or the definition of the term.

➜ Students place a mark in the space where the word/term  
appears on the bingo card.

Teacher: You may decide whether to allow students access to the 
definition sheet during the bingo game. It might be more fun and 
challenging without.

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.L.3.4 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 
11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies.

LAFS.1112.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately 
general academic and 
domain-specific words 
and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence 
in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering 
a word or phrase important 
to comprehension or 
expression.

COLLEGE PLANNER: ACTIVITY 1

Teacher Needs

Internet access

Printer and copier access 

Hand-out: College Lingo 101 
(next page)

Bingo cards printed class set 
(next pages)

Markers for each student

Student Needs

College Lingo 101 hand-out

Bingo card 

Marker 
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★
ADMISSIONS GREEK LIFE PRE-REQ

REGISTRAR FREE SPACE BONUS PROVOST

ADD/DROP ADJUNCT PROFESSOR ALUMNI

★
ALUMNUS PLEDGE DEAN

GRAD STUDENT FREE SPACE BONUS ADJUNCT PROFESSOR

RA WITHDRAW PLEDGE

College Lingo     BINGO CARDS
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★
ADMISSIONS PLEDGE COURSE NUMBER

REGISTRAR FREE SPACE BONUS DEAN

ALUMNUS ADJUNCT PROFESSOR ALUMNI

★
RUSH DEAN ADJUNCT PROFESSOR

UNDERGRADUATE FREE SPACE BONUS DEAN

COURSE NUMBER ADJUNCT PROFESSOR ALUMNI

College Lingo     BINGO CARDS
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College Lingo Bingo
TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

Alumnus –  a graduate of an educational institution; “alumnus” is singular 

Alumni –  the plural form of alumnus

Drop/Add – the period of time when a student can add or remove a class from a schedule without 
penalty

Adjunct Professor – teachers hired on a contractual, part-time basis  

Registrar – the person in charge of all academic records

RA – resident advisor usually in a dormitory to assist resident students with college life

Course Number – the number used to designate a specific class and the level of the class

Dean – usually in the administrative division of the school, this position varies from school to 
school, the dean of a school reports to the president and/or provost 

Graduate Student – a student who has completed a bachelor’s degree and is working on a mas-
ter’s degree or higher

Undergraduate – a student who is working towards an associate or bachelor’s degree, some-
times called an “undergrad” 

Pre-req – classes you must enroll in and complete prior to taking additional specific courses, this 
is short for prerequisite

Provost – chief academic officer; usually reports to the president of a college or university

Withdraw – an action taken after the Add/Drop period where you drop a class, do not receive a 
refund. (These types of “drops” can eventually affect your financial aid status.)

Sorority/Fraternity –a tight group of students working towards community support goals, 
sometimes called a “sisterhood” or “brotherhood”

Pledge – the name given to a new member in a sorority or fraternity

Rush – a time when sororities and fraternities hold various social events and invite potential new 
members.

Greek Life – activities that surround a student who is a member of a sorority or fraternity
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To follow reading  
and discussion of  

Scholarship Guide 
on page 34.

Scholarship Guide
INSTRUCTIONS 

Discuss different ways students can set themselves up for success 
and then brainstorm specific action steps for applying for a specific 
scholarship or grant. Record their responses on the board.

➜ Post this URL on a white board or a data projector for all to see 
and use: http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/
home/uamain.htm

➜ Using the website given, the students should research each of the 
scholarship opportunities supported by the State of Florida and 
choose the two they would apply for. 

➜ Students should research their local area for scholarships available. 
To access these choices, student should check their district school 
board website or the school district website. Choose at least two 
local scholarships available for application.

➜ Students should gather information such as: application 
requirements; grade requirements; is it renewable; amount of the 
scholarship award; and why these scholarships would suit their 
individual needs. 

➜ Students choose one of the scholarship opportunities that they 
are MOST interested in and create an 8½ x 11 poster of information 
about the scholarship.

➜ Teacher should display the results on a bulletin board using the title, 
“Can I Really Find Free $$$ for College?” 

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.RST.3.9 
Synthesize information from a 
range of sources (e.g., texts, 
experiments, simulations) into 
a coherent understanding of 
a process, phenomenon, or 
concept, resolving conflicting 
information when possible.

LAFS.1112.R1.3.7 
Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in different media 
or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem.

COLLEGE PLANNER: ACTIVITY 2

Teacher Needs

Whiteboard and marker or 
data projector

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

Construction paper (enough 
for every student)

Markers/scissors/glue

Student Needs

Paper/pen/pencil

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

URL of website to use for 
research

One piece of construction 
paper

Markers/scissors/glue
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To follow reading 
and discussion of  

Can I Get by 
Without a Car? 

on page 46.

Can I Get by Without a Car?
INSTRUCTIONS

➜ Divide class into groups of four students.

➜ Refer students to pages 59-63 in NEXT magazine.

➜ Assign one category of colleges/universities to each group: 
State Universities (page 59) 
State Colleges (pages 60-61) 
Independent Colleges & Universities of Florida (pages 62 and 63) 
Private Colleges and Universities (page 63)

➜ Ask each student in the group to choose one of the colleges/ 
universities in their category to use to complete the activity. 
(NOTE: If a student has decided which university/college to attend 
after graduation, allow the student to use the information from that 
school for the following set of tasks.)

➜ Read the Student Task sheet with class. Answer questions.

➜ Students use task sheet to complete this activity.  

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.R1.1.3 
Analyze a complex set of ideas 
or sequence of events and 
explain how specific individuals, 
ideas, or events interact and 
develop over the course of the 
text.

LAFS.1112.R1.3.7 
Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in different media 
or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem.

SS.912.FL1.3 
Evaluate ways people can make 
more informed education, 
job, or career decisions by 
evaluating the benefits and costs 
of different choices.

COLLEGE PLANNER: ACTIVITY 3

Teacher Needs

NEXT magazine (copies of Get 
Smart Guide, pages 59-65)

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

Printer

Copier

Class set of Student Task 
sheet

Student Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

MS Word or MS Excel access

Student Task sheet
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Can I Get by Without a Car?   
Use either MS Word or MS Excel to complete this activity.

TASK 1:  First look at your personal expenses of owning a car for one year.

❏ If you have a car, do you have a loan? How much is that loan payment every month? Use this amount to determine the 
annual cost of the loan. 

❏ How much is the annual cost of your auto insurance?

❏ What is the average mileage you travel with your car in one year?

❏ What is the average cost of gasoline per year?

❏ What is the average cost of maintaining your car, i.e., tires, oil change, etc. for 12 months? 

TASK 2:  Based upon where you live, calculate answers to the following questions:

CAR
❏ What is the distance from the high school to the university/college?

❏ How long will it take to drive to the university/college?

❏ What is the average price of gas, and how much will gas cost to drive to the college?

TRAIN/BUS

❏ Is there a train or bus with routes to the university/college town from your home? 

❏ What is the distance from home to the train/bus station on both ends? How much will it cost to get to the train /bus 
station on both ends?

❏ What is the cost of a one-way train/bus ticket?

❏ How long (in time) is the train/bus ride?

AIRPLANE

❏ Is there an airline that flies from an airport near your current location to an airport close to the university/college?

❏ What is the distance from home to the airport? What is the cost to travel to the airport on both ends (to airport from 
home and to campus from the airport)?

❏ What is the cost of a one-way airline ticket?

TASK 3:  Compare the three modes of transportation.  Which have you found to be the most convenient or cost-effective  
                  mode of transportation when traveling to and from campus and give your reasons?

TASK 4:  Now look at what is available on campus versus off campus. Using the university/college website, find out if:

❏ There is a cost for student parking (consider main campus and dorm facilities) There is public transportation to off 
campus places such as shops, restaurants, entertainment, etc. What if any is the cost of such transportation and 
how often does it run. 

❏  Using the website of the university/college, determine what are the on-campus benefits and features where no 
transportation is needed; such as fast food restaurants, entertainment such as a movie theater.  

The information gathered will have an impact on whether having a car on campus will be cost-effective.  Discuss with the class 
your findings and decision concerning whether can get away without a car at college.

STUDENT TASK SHEET
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The Price of Independence

To follow reading 
and discussion of  

The Price of 
Independence 

on page 52.

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.RI.3.7 
Integrate and evaluate 
multiple sources of 
information presented in 
different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words to 
address a question or solve a 
problem. 

LAFS.1112.W.1.1  
Write arguments to support 
claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence.

LAFS.1112.W.2.4  
Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

LIFE COACH: ACTIVITY 1

Teacher Needs

Desktop/ laptop connected 
to an overhead projector

MS PowerPoint

MS Excel

Internet access 

Student Needs

Laptop/desktop

MS Excel

Internet access

INSTRUCTIONS

➜ Use the PowerPoint (www.FloridaNEXT.com/CAG/BudgetTerms) to 
review the definition of each of the following terms: 

  > Budget  
 > Utilities 
 > Rent 
 > Security Deposit 
 > Fixed Expenses 
 > Variable Expenses 
 > Tuition 
 > Room and Board

➜ Choose a college or university listed in the Get Smart Guide (pages 
59 to 65 in NEXT). Use the Get Smart Guide, the school’s website or and 
Internet search to gather the following information. Students should enter 
their findings using an MS Excel spreadsheet.  (Remind students to label 
the amounts entered.)

  > Name of college/university 
 > Location in Florida (city, county) 
 > On-campus housing costs (i.e. What is the cost of a dorm room? 

    Meals?) Are there other costs associated with living on campus?

➜ Using the same location (city, county) research the cost of renting an 
apartment and other costs associated with living off campus (utilities, 
furniture, cleaning supplies, food, parking, travel to campus, etc.) Again, 
an internet search will help with this research.

➜ These off-campus costs should be recorded on a similar spreadsheet as 
the on-campus costs.  

➜ Discuss with students their findings. Which scenario would be more 
beneficial and why? The answers may vary with the reasoning behind the 
student’s choice.  
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➜ Place students in teams of two to complete this task. Students will need 
access to the internet.  

➜ One student will use CNN.com and the other will use ABCnews.com.

➜ Divide a piece of essay paper in half (vertically). Label the heading of each 
column with the website URL. 

➜ Working through the items below, write the answers in the appropriate col-
umn. These five items should be considered to help assess the factualness 
of a news report.  

1) Locate the About Us section. Summarize the information found in this 
section. 

2) Choose one of the top listed articles. Who is the author of the article?  
Is there an easily accessible bio of the author or are you required to 
search the internet for more information about the author?

3) Are any other of the more popular news agencies reporting the same 
information? Compare the information available on at least one other 
website to those in this assignment.

4) Consider the writing style of each of the sites. Is there a noticeable 
difference in language used or the style of the articles?

5) Finally, choose an article in both websites that discusses the same  
topic. Read each article with a critical eye. How are the articles  
handled? Who is the expected target audience? Is the context handled 
the same or differently? And ultimately, what questions are you left 
with concerning the story? 

➜ To complete this task, you and your partner should summarize the findings 
and share your opinion with others in your class and your teacher.  

Fake News

To follow reading and 
discussion of  

Don’t Get Sucked in 
by Fake News on  

page 54.

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.R1.1.1 
Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text 
leaves matters uncertain.

LAFS.1112.R1.2.5 
Analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, 
including whether the 
structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging.

LAFS. 1112.W.1.2 
Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly 
and accurately through 
the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of 
content.

LIFE COACH: ACTIVITY 2

Teacher Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

NEXT magazine 

Student Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

Essay paper

Pen/pencil 
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Teacher Introduction:  You are ready to interview for a job.  It is important to be 
prepared before heading into an interview. The article “Ace that Interview” gives 
critical tips about what to do during a job interview. However, there is some work 
to be done prior to the big day of the interview. The following activities allow you to 
think about what you need to do to prepare for the interview.  

➜ Have the class create a list of Do’s and Don’ts in preparing for a job interview. 
For example, DO research the company to add to your knowledge base and 
DON’T arrive late for the interview.  

➜ The teacher should discuss with students if the preparation for interviews 
should be the same for all industries and jobs? Discuss the formats for an  
interview dependent upon the job opening.  

➜ Using two sheets of chart paper, title one “Office Position – Front Desk  
Receptionist” and the second one “Auto Mechanic – General Auto Tune-ups and 
Troubleshooting.”  Leave open space on the bottom half of each sheet. 

➜ Have students brainstorm at least five questions for each available position that 
the interviewer should ask during an interview. Record the student responses on 
the chart paper. Ask students to support their suggestions.  

➜ Remind students that the job applicant’s questions about the company and/
or position are just as important as how they answer the interview questions. 
To illustrate this, have students brainstorm three or four questions that the job 
applicant might ask at the end of the interview. Have students support their 
suggestions.  

➜ Ask for four volunteers to role play the interviews for both earlier mentioned  
positions. Have the students who are interviewing perspective employees use 
the questions on the chart paper. The students who are being interviewed 
should use the suggestions from the “Ace that Interview” article as well as  
questions of their own.  

➜ Monitoring:  The teacher will give everyone in class an index card on which the 
students will evaluate the effectiveness of the interview and whether the per-
spective employee should be offered the job. Hold a class discussion to share 
thoughts about the process.  

Ace That Interview

To follow reading and 
discussion of  

Ace That Interview 
on page 56.

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.SL.1.1 
Initiate and participate effectively in 
a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.

LAFS.1112.SL.2.5 
Make strategic use of digital media 
(e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance understanding 
of findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest.

LAFS.1112.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately general 
academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases, sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at 
the college and career readiness 
level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important 
to comprehension or expression.

LIFE COACH: ACTIVITY 3

Teacher Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

Chart or large Post-it paper

Markers

Index cards (enough for every 
student)

Student Needs

Laptop/desktop

Internet access

Chart or large Post-it paper

Markers

1 index card
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Background: Companies across the state are looking for people to 
fill specific jobs as outlined in the “These Jobs Need You” article. The 
industries mentioned are wide and varied. This means that there are 
specific jobs included under each of these industry types that might be 
considered for a future career.  

➜ Divide the class into four groups.  Each group should be assigned one 
of the industries discussed in the article.  

➜ Students should break down the industry into specific job titles. 
(Students should check with the teacher to approve the specific job 
titles chosen.)  

➜ Each student in the group should have one job title to research. 

➜ Teacher should display the following items using PowerPoint for 
students to review during class:

1) Define the specific job title. 

2) Determine the typical responsibilities and duties. 

3) What training or education is necessary?

4) Where can the training or education for this position be acquired 
(be specific)?

5) Is there a license or certification required to obtain this job?

6) What is the average salary in Florida for this position?

7) Search Indeed.com to list at least three current openings 
available for this position in Florida. Record the findings.

➜ Students should create PowerPoint or Prezi slides with the information 
collected. 

 

These Jobs Need You

To follow reading 
and discussion of  

These Jobs 
Need You on 

page 57.

Florida State Standards

LAFS.1112.RST.1.2 
Determine the central ideas or 
conclusions of a text; summarize 
complex concepts, processes, or 
information presented in a text by 
paraphrasing them in simpler but 
still accurate terms.

LAFS.1112.SL.1.2 
Integrate multiple sources of 
information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to 
make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility 
and accuracy of each source and 
noting any discrepancies among 
the data.

LAFS.1112.SL.2.4 
Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence, conveying 
a clear and distinct perspective, 
such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning, alternative 
or opposing perspectives are 
addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and 
style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and a range of formal 
and informal tasks.

Teacher Needs

Laptop/desktop
Access to PowerPoint or Prezi
Data projector

Student Needs

Laptop/desktop
Internet access
Access to PowerPoint or Prezi

LIFE COACH: ACTIVITY 4


